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Democracies need active, informed and 
responsible citizens - citizens who are 
willing and able to take responsibility for 
themselves and their communities and 
contribute to the political process. In order to 
be responsible citizens and shape the country 
we want, we need to understand how local 
government works and how we can engage 
with it. Local government is one of the three 
spheres of government established by the 
Constitution – the other two are national and 
provincial government. As it is the sphere 
of government that is the closest to South 
African citizens and provides services to 
communities, it is important to understand 
what this level of government is all about. 
When the local government fails at service 
delivery, the results can be devastating.  
- Corruption Watch

The 2021 South African municipal 
elections will take place on Monday, 
1 November 2021 to elect councils 
for all district, metropolitan and 
local municipalities in each of the 
country’s nine provinces. This will 
be the sixth time under South 
Africa’s democratic dispensation 
that voters will elect leadership 
and public representatives at 
metropolitan, district and local 
level. This is the chance for citizens 
to vote for the people who they 
believe will best look after their 
service delivery interests such 
as water and electricity; the 
maintenance of parks, roads 
and other public spaces; and 
the implementation of housing 
projects drawn up by national and 
provincial governments.  
- Corruption Watch

Audiences in your community 

are dealing with the impacts of poverty 
and inequality, and facing issues like crime, 
gender violence and the lack of service 
delivery daily. Community members have the 
right to information about political parties 
and policies in elections, to make an informed 
choice and understand the impact of national 
policies at a provincial and municipal level. 
Community radio stations service citizens in 
their local area and language, and can often 
reach them in ways that other media can’t. 
Pre-, mid- and post-election, your reporting 
and programming at the radio station will 
be central to your audience accessing and 
acting on their right to vote.
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INTRODUCTION

https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/local-government-in-south-africa-part-1-overview/
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/importance-vote-municipal-elections/
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YOUNG PEOPLE AND ELECTIONS

Exclusion from decision-making, or in 
debates about key socio-economic and 
political issues can lead to young people 
feeling disempowered. For political systems 
to be representative, all parts of society 
must be included. In new and emerging 
democracies, the inclusion of young people in 
formal political processes is important from 
the start. 

To make a difference in the longer term, it 
is essential that young people are engaged 
in formal political processes and have a 
say in formulating today’s and tomorrow’s 
politics. Inclusive political participation is not 
only a fundamental political and democratic 
right but also is crucial to building stable 
and peaceful societies and developing 
policies that respond to the specific needs 
of younger generations. For young people 
to be adequately represented in political 
institutions, processes, and decision-making, 
and in particular, in elections, they must 
know their rights and be given the necessary 
knowledge and capacity to participate in a 
meaningful way at all levels. - Ace Project

South Africa’s population is largely made up 
of young people; those who are below the 
age of 35 years constitute about 66% of the 
total population. 

For 2021, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) 
estimates the mid-year population at 60.14 
million people.

About 28.3% of the population is younger 
than 15 years (17.04 million) and 
approximately 9.2% (5.51 million) is 60 years 
or older. 

Of the 26,212,149 million South Africans who 
have registered to vote:

• 74,668 are male between the ages of 18-
19 

• 96,430 are females between the ages of 
18-19

• 2,016,214 are male between the ages of 
20 - 29 

• 2,410,776 females between the ages of  
20 - 29 (IEC) 

According to the Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC),  for the 2021 local 
elections, 26.2million South Africans had 
registered to vote, with 1.7 million voters 
registered during the special two-day 
registration weekend, and 433,198 of those 
registered for the first time with significant 
registrations by young people. But when 
compared with the total eligible voting 
population of just over 40 million, it shows 
that more than 13 million South Africans who 
are eligible to vote have not registered and 
therefore cannot vote because the voters’ roll 
closed on the 20th of September 2021. The 
mid-year population estimate by Statistics 
South Africa published in July 2021 shows 
South Africa has a population of 60.1 million, 
with 21.8 million aged between 0 and 19 
years.
 
The high number suggests a few things: 

• That the eligible voting pool was 
substantially reduced by the uncertainty 
about whether an election would go 
ahead. 

• People are losing faith in electoral politics 
to change local government. 

• First-time young voters do not see value 
in the process. 

- Daily Maverick

While the Electoral Commission of SA has 
applauded young South Africans for coming 
out in their numbers on the weekend to 

https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/yt/yt10/yt210/the-importance-of-youth-participation-in-formal
http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0302/P03022021.pdf
https://www.elections.org.za/pw/StatsData/Voter-Registration-Statistics
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-21-the-no-voters-more-than-13-million-south-africans-who-can-vote-havent-registered-for-1-november-polls/
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“We keep voting, yet the same 
people remain in power. I have 
been an avid believer in the 
democracy that has afforded 
me the opportunity to be able 
to exercise my right to vote, 
but it has seemingly become 
useless and I am not doing it 
anymore.”

- Edward Mohale (28), Free State

“Was not a missed opportunity.”

- Lesego Shakung (25), Auckland Park

News 24

DEFINITIONS

Active citizenship - A citizen who takes an 
active role in the community’s context, such 
as in neighborhood security, community 
policing, or in other social activities. - IGI 
GLOBAL

Election - The process through which the 
citizens of the country select their members 
of Parliament by voting. In South Africa, 
parliamentary elections must be held at least 
every five years. - ETU

Electorate – All citizens of the country who 
are legally entitled to vote. - ETU

Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) - A 
body that operates independently from the 
government  that registers voters, manages 
& oversees the election day, counts the votes 
and releases and announces the election 
results in line with the electoral act of 1996. 

Local government - The sphere of 
government closest to the people. Many basic 
services are delivered by local municipalities, 
and local ward councillors are the politicians 
closest to communities.  - ETU

Council - A place to ensure the delivery of 
services that meet the interests and needs 
of residents, businesses, and organizations, 
at a cost these groups are willing and 
able to fund.  Council is also the vehicle 
through which residents express their 
thoughts and concerns in an effort to create 
local opportunities or to find solutions 
to community concerns. At minimum, 
a municipality is responsible to provide 
administration, land use planning, emergency 
measures, policing, road, and garbage 
collection services to residents. - Environment 
and Local Government 

register to vote, some others considered 
voting “a futile exercise”. Young persons in the 
age category 16 to 29 accounted for 402,401 

of the new registrations, which is 91%. Here 
are some of the voices of the 9% that did not 
register:

https://www.news24.com/citypress/politics/some-sa-youth-say-voting-is-pointless-20210921
https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/active-citizenship-in-urban-security-policies/403
https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/active-citizenship-in-urban-security-policies/403
http://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/govern/elections.html
http://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/govern/elections.html
http://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/govern/elections.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/local_government/content/community_restructuring/types.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/local_government/content/community_restructuring/types.html
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Constitution - The most important - or 
supreme - law of the land. No other law may 
conflict with it; nor may the government do 
anything that violates it. - CONCOURT 

Citizen power -   When citizens are given 
full and adequate support to participate in 
democratic processes, including electing 
public officials. - Accord

YOUNG PEOPLE, WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND?

There is a general sense that traditional 
politics and representative democracy fails 
to attract the attention of young people. 
This is despite knowing that young people, 
historically, have been at the forefront of 
bringing about social and political change in 
pre and post-democracy eras. Yet in the last 
two decades, young people feel they have 
been reduced to recipients of decisions rather 
than shapers of decisions. - M&G 

There is increasing evidence that in the 
21st century, youth across the globe are 
increasingly becoming disenchanted with 
political processes, and electoral processes 
in particular. Emerging research on political 
and civic participation among youth in South 
Africa points to the fact that youth find 
formal political processes not only frustrating 
and alienating, but also less likely to yield 
desired results. A survey of 36 African 
countries by Afrobarometer, which measures 
citizen attitudes on democracy, governance, 
the economy and civil society, notes that 
African youth exhibit the lowest levels of 
political and civic engagement compared 
with other age groups. 

The Mzansi Roar report done by Ipsos 
reveals that a third of young South Africans 
are not interested in politics and voting in 
the upcoming Local Government Elections. 
Equally, young people are not attached to 
political parties. This either shows diminished 
trust in political parties or there are no 
political parties that represent the needs of 

young South Africans. This does not mean 
that young people are apathetic about 
politics, because young people are involved 
in movements for change worldwide. 
They are taking to the streets and using 
online social networks and communities to 
connect, express their voices and campaign 
for change. They are protesting against 
authoritarian regimes, corruption and 
inequalities. They are fighting for sustainable 
development and a better future for current 
and new generations. One of the most 
prominent acts of youth activism was the 
1976 student uprising against the imposition 
of Afrikaans as a language of instruction at 
schools. - Justice newsletter 

The most recent example of youth activism is 
that of the #FeesMustFall student movement 
that started in late 2015, where University 
students are protesting against the cost of 
tertiary education in South Africa. 

There is no doubt that young people in South 
Africa face a myriad of problems. Here are 
some of the most pressing issues affecting 
young people in South Africa:

•  High unemployment: Figures from 
Statistics South Africa confirmed that the 
Youth unemployment rate in South Africa 
increased to 63.3% in the first quarter of 
2021 from 63.2% in the fourth quarter of 
2020.  

•  Poor educational outcomes: The strong 

https://www.concourt.org.za/index.php/constitution/what-is-a-constitution
https://www.accord.org.za/conflict-trends/political-fatalism-and-youth-apathy-in-south-africa/
https://mg.co.za/opinion/2020-06-16-sa-needs-more-young-people-in-politics/
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/summary_results/ab_R6_afrobarometer_global_release_highlights3.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/en-za/youth-day-2021-some-desperation-and-despondency-big-dreams
https://aceproject.org/ero-en/misc/undp-ec-youth-participation-in-electoral-processes
https://www.justice.gov.za/newsletter/JT/jt-2016-vol03.pdf
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legacy of apartheid and the consequent 
correlation between education and 
wealth have meant that, generally 
speaking, poorer learners in South Africa 
perform worse academically. - UCT  

•  Various forms of poverty: This includes 
deprivation in multiple dimensions of 
well-being, which can include low levels 
of education, poor nutrition and health, 
a lack of employment, inadequate living 
standards and high exposure to violence, 
as well as low wages and income. - Open 
saldru 

•  Less than ideal mental and physical 
health, including high rates of HIV: 
Currently, the burden of disease among 
youth is high, with tuberculosis (TB) and 

HIV emerging as the leading causes of 
death among all youth in the country.  
- UCT Child Gauge 

Youth in South Africa are not convinced that 
the government would or could address their 
concerns. 58% of youth in South Africa view 
meeting their basic needs (such as finding 
jobs, income, housing) as more important 
than voting, and having access to courts, 
freedom of speech and expression. With the 
Local Government Elections coming up - all 
political parties want to make the best of the 
remaining weeks to rally more support. Young 
people make up a good deal of new votes. 
It is valuable to know what you think and 
feel about politics, political parties and local 
issues in your community in order to make 
informed decisions about your participation.

Citizens who are willing and able to take 
responsibility for themselves and their 
communities and contribute to the political 
process help themselves develop a sense of 
agency. It also gives them a voice: in the life 
of their communities and society at large. 
 - Young Citizens  
 
People’s involvement in their local 
communities and democracy at all levels, 
from towns to cities to nationwide activity, is 
called Active Citizenship. It involves people 
working together to make positive differences 
to the society in which they live. Active 
citizenship can be as small as a campaign to 
clean up your street or as big as educating 
young people about democratic values, skills 
and participation.” - Open Society Foundation

This process is good for individuals, and 
essential for strengthening and safeguarding 
societies and democratic ways of life.

Why should South African citizens 
vote? 

When we vote in an election we choose 
who should represent us in government. By 
voting for them, we give them permission to 
make decisions on our behalf. Voting benefits 
ordinary people in many ways. When you 
vote you don’t only vote for the political 
parties and politicians, but you influence 
your future and that of generations to follow. 
Political leaders make policies and decisions 
on issues such as healthcare, electricity, and 
water and sanitation. They also control how 
taxpayers’ money is spent. Therefore, it’s 
important to think critically about the political 
party you put into power. You should review 
their policies and see if they are responsive 
to your needs. It’s also important to consider 
the personalities of political leaders and think 
about whether they would obey the law and 
spend public funds responsibly and not for 
personal gains. Even if you feel dissatisfied 

YOUR VOTE YOUR VOICE

http://www.ci.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/367/Child_Gauge/South_African_Child_Gauge_2015/Child_Gauge_2015-Schooling.pdf
http://opensaldru.uct.ac.za/bitstream/handle/11090/818/2016_169_Saldruwp.pdf?sequence=3
http://opensaldru.uct.ac.za/bitstream/handle/11090/818/2016_169_Saldruwp.pdf?sequence=3
http://opensaldru.uct.ac.za/bitstream/handle/11090/818/2016_169_Saldruwp.pdf?sequence=3
http://www.ci.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/367/Child_Gauge/South_African_Child_Gauge_2015/Child_Gauge_2015-Health.pdf
https://www.youngcitizens.org/importance-of-citizenship-education
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/what-we-do/themes/democratic-practice
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by the choices offered by political parties, 
it is still important to vote - even if it means 
voting for the least poor performing political 
party! Choosing not to vote doesn’t punish 
the political party or politicians - it just means 
fewer people vote a winner into power. 
- Civics academy SA

Elections also allow voters to judge 
governments’ performance while they are 
in power. They can hold the leading party 
accountable. If voters are dissatisfied with 
a leading party’s performance and feel like 
the party did not improve life or pass policies 
for the betterment of the society, they can 
vote against them and for a party that they 
believe will do a better job. 

Several studies and anecdotal evidence 
points to many young South Africans saying 
they will not vote. They argue that their vote 
will change nothing. What this means is that 
nothing will change because they did not 
vote. Beyond voting, citizens should remain 

engaged and keep elected leaders on their 
toes long after election day. Democracy 
should be an everyday habit that starts 
with voting. Politicians will not take voters 
for granted if they fear being outvoted for 
nonperformance and wrongful behaviour. 
Every vote must be cast to affirm elected 
leaders who are accountable and deliver 
services for their communities, and to punish 
those who steal from the public purse and 
are inaccessible to their constituencies. 
Once we turn our backs on voting, we are, in 
essence, giving a free licence for looting and 
destruction in our name. - News24

Choosing your local government at a 
council level is where you can start to see 
real change. People participate in local 
government firstly by voting in municipal 
elections and secondly, by exercising 
their right to be involved in the running 
of the municipality, being aware of the 
municipality’s plans for development, 
knowing who their ward councillor is and 

how to contact them. These 
actions will all contribute to 
the ability of residents to hold 
municipalities to account in the 
provision of essential services 
and development of the local 
economy, and ensure that 
taxpayers’ money is spent 
wisely and efficiently. The 
ward councillor is the direct link 
between voters and the local 
government. It’s up to him or her 
to fight for the interests of the 
community. Before an election, 
voters are encouraged to get 
to know the candidates and 
understand the qualities each 
will bring, so they are confident 
in their choice on voting day. 
Young people especially have 
a central and monumental role 
to play in the realization of this 
universal human right at this 
time and in this place.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wudo8UukEew&t=193s
https://www.news24.com/citypress/voices/editorial-your-vote-is-your-voice-use-it-20190505
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WHAT ARE LOCAL ELECTIONS?

INTRODUCTION

RIGHTS OF VOTERS

WHO CAN VOTE

VOTER REGISTRATION

Elections are a central feature of democracy. 
Once every five years, councillors are elected 
by the people they are meant to serve. In 
South Africa most people vote for a party 
as well as a ward councillor to represent 
their interests at local level. This is the 
chance for citizens to vote for the people 

who they believe will best look after their 
service delivery interests such as water 
and electricity; the maintenance of parks, 
roads and other public spaces; and the 
implementation of housing projects drawn up 
by national and provincial governments. 
- Corruption Watch

All South African citizens over the age 
of 18 who are registered voters will be 
allowed to vote in the local elections. If 
you are registered as a voter for national 
and provincial elections, you may vote in 
a municipal election and you don’t have to 
register again for municipal elections. On 
election day, you can only vote at the voting 

station in the voting district (VD) where you 
registered on the voters roll and you must 
have a bar-code ID. If you lose your ID you 
can get a temporary replacement ID called a 
“Temporary Identity Certificate”, which can 
also be used to vote if it has not expired. 
- ETU

To vote you have to be on the voters roll for 
your voting district. On election day only 
the roll for that district will be at the voting 
station. If your name is not there, you will not 
be able to cast a normal vote.

Anyone who (1) will be 18 years or older on 
election day and (2) has an identity card, 
valid temporary identity certificate or green 
bar-coded identity document, may apply to 

the municipal electoral officer for registration 
as a voter. When registering a voter, the IEC 
must record all of the following details in the 
voters’ roll: 

• a sequence number;
• identity number; 
• name; and 
• physical address.  

For the elections to express the will of the 
electorate they must be free and fair. Free 
means that all South Africans entitled to 
vote must be registered and allowed to vote 
and must be free to make their choice. A 
free election is also an election that you are 

confident that whoever you vote for remains 
a secret. A fair election is one where all 
voters have an equal opportunity to register, 
where all votes are counted and where the 
announced results reflect actual votes totals. 
- Civics Academy SA

https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/importance-vote-municipal-elections/
https://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/govern/local.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDdLO6zUIUI
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A mistake in the voters’ roll does not 
necessarily make that roll invalid. - Elections 
Guide

Most voters are already registered 
from past elections:

• If you are still living in the same voting 
district where you registered in previous 
elections, you do not have to register 
again. The borders of your voting district 
may have changed and the IEC will 
inform you with a leaflet if you have to 
re-register. 

• If you have moved, you should change 
your registration so you can vote at the 
voting station in your area. 

• If you are a registered voter and your 
ordinary place of residence has changed, 

you must apply to the municipal electoral 
officer to have your registration details 
changed. 

• If a physical disability makes it impossible 
for you to travel to the office of the 
municipal electoral officer to register or 
to change your registration, you may 
request the IEC to visit you to conduct the 
registration.

 
Questions to consider before 
voting: 
 
• How does this party address the issues 

affecting my community?
• How does this party address the issues 

affecting me and my family?
• Do the party’s values and policies match 

my personal ones?

HOW LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKS

INTRODUCTION

No political system is considered complete 
and democratic if it does not have a system 
of local government. - Repository 

Many basic services are delivered by local 
municipalities. Local ward councillors are 
the politicians closest to communities. 
Organisations and individuals playing an 
activist and/or developmental role should 
understand how local government works and 
how to influence it. - ETU 

If you know how local government is 
supposed to work, you will find it easier 
to identify when it is not working, or when 
something is wrong.

Section 155 of the constitution 
provides for three categories of 
municipalities:

• metropolitan
• district and 
• local municipalities.

Municipalities have many functions that 
affect our daily lives. They fulfill services 
within the framework of the constitution and 
national and provincial legislation. Services 
include electricity, water and sanitation, 
refuse removal, roads, parks and recreation, 
community halls and public places, and 
cemeteries.

https://southafrica.fes.de/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/Elections_Guide.pdf
https://southafrica.fes.de/fileadmin/user_upload/publications/Elections_Guide.pdf
https://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/25724/03chapter3.pdf?sequence=4
https://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/localgov/webundrstdlocgov.html
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HOW DOES EACH MUNICIPALITY GOVERN?

Each municipality has a local council, which 
is elected during local government elections 
every 5 years. The municipal council governs 
the municipality. The council is made up of 
elected members who adopt policies, make 
by-laws, raise income and spend funds, 
and take decisions at council meetings on 
all matters that fall within its powers and 
functions.

In terms of the constitution and other laws, 
the public has the right to participate in 
municipal decision making. This can be 
done through ward committees, public 
participation meetings, submission of 
representations and proposals, and direct 
contact with elected council members. 
- CIVICS ACADEMY SA

Government has the responsibility to make 
policies and laws about the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens and the delivery of 
government services. Government collects 
revenue [income] from taxes and uses this 
money to provide services and infrastructure 
that improves the lives of all the people in the 
country, particularly the poor. - ETU 

The objectives of local government 
are:
  
(a) to provide democratic and accountable 
government for local communities;  

(b) to ensure the provision of services to 
communities in a sustainable manner;  

(c) to promote social and economic 
development;  

(d) to promote a safe and healthy 
environment; and  

(e) to encourage the involvement of 
communities and community organisations in 
the matters of local government. 

Local government is regulated by Chapter 
7 of the Constitution and although it has 
the powers to make and enforce its own 
laws, local government is still supervised by 
national and provincial governments. 
- Corruption Watch

SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION

Constitutions have an effect on how well 
a country functions, and as a result, the 
quality of life of its citizens. The state needs 
a powerful engine to do the things we need 
it to do. But that power has to be under 
control. A good constitution keeps the power 
of the state under public control. It puts the 
people in the driver’s seat - ensuring that the 
government represents, and is responsible to 
ordinary citizens. - International Idea

In a constitutional democracy, the 
Constitution is the highest law of the country 
and no person can go against it. Even the 

president and Parliament cannot rule and 
pass laws against it. The Constitution 
contains the Bill of Rights which states the 
rights and responsibilities of all citizens.

After the end of apartheid in South Africa, 
there was a need to establish a democratic 
system of government that uploads human 
rights, dignity, freedom and equality of all 
people. The Constitution explains how the 
government must be organized and how 
it must operate and allocate the roles and 
responsibilities of state institutions. - Civics 
Academy SA

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTNeieRhDNtWzRzQ_VTpmgg/videos
https://www.etu.org.za/toolbox/docs/localgov/webundrstdlocgov.html
http://www.justice.gov.za/legislation/constitution/SAConstitution-web-eng-07.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.za/legislation/constitution/SAConstitution-web-eng-07.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/local-government-in-south-africa-part-1-overview/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EeWfe2eZ_CI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka3V2SgYD98&list=RDLVka3V2SgYD98&start_radio=1&rv=ka3V2SgYD98&t=310
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka3V2SgYD98&list=RDLVka3V2SgYD98&start_radio=1&rv=ka3V2SgYD98&t=310
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The 1996 Constitution guarantees the 
democratic rights to freedom of expression, 
access to information, to form organisations 
and to meet. It also guarantees the right to 
vote, the calling of elections every five years 
and the drawing up of a national voters’ roll.
 
Eligible voters have:

1.  The right to free and fair elections - The 
right to information to make your choice, 
access to registered political parties and 
candidates, who should be able to hold 
meetings freely, and given fair amounts of 
time on radio and television. 

2.  The right to vote - is one of your political 
rights under the Constitution and your 
democratic right as a citizen. No one is 
allowed to stop you from voting.  

3.  The right not to vote - It is also your 
democratic right not to vote. No one is 
allowed to force you to vote.  

4.  The right to spoil your vote - You have 
the democratic right to spoil your ballot 
paper (voting paper). This is when you 
deliberately vote for more than one party 
on the ballot paper, or fill your ballot 
paper out in a way that a counting officer 
cannot work out who you are voting for. 
Some people choose to vote by spoiling 
their ballot to show there is no political 
party that represents them.  

5.  The right to vote once in your ward - 
You have the right to vote once in the 
voting station at the ward where you are 
registered with the bar-coded ID. 

6.  The right to your own free choice - Only 
you can choose which party to vote for. 
No one is allowed to pay you or threaten 
you to vote for their party. 

7.  The right to a secret vote - No one can 
force you to tell who you voted for. Your 
vote is secret, because your name is not 
on the ballot paper. No one is allowed to 
watch you when you go into the voting 
booth. If you ask for help to vote, and any 
election official, observer or party agent 
sees how you vote, they are sworn to 
secrecy.  

8.  The right to get help to vote - If you 
are physically or visually challenged, 
you can choose someone to help you at 
the voting station. The presiding officer 
can also help you cast your vote but an 
observer and, if available, two agents 
from different parties must be present. 
Ask for an interpreter if you need help 
with the translation of any instructions. 
You may take someone to help you (family 
or a friend); the person must be 18 years 
or older, and cannot be a party agent or a 
candidate. 

9.  The right to vote safely - There will be 
security at the voting station to ensure a 
safe voting environment. Alert the police 
or presiding officer if you feel any threat 
to your safety. 

10.  The right to make a complaint - If you 
are unhappy about anything during the 
elections and at the voting station, such 
as harassment or intimidation.



DID YOU KNOW? (GLOBAL)

A 2016 UN World Youth report, 
“Youth Civic Engagement,” revealed 
that voter turnout has decreased 
in all democracies since the 1980s 

and that the 
turnout decline 
is concentrated 
among youth.

NEARLY TWO-THIRDS (65 %) 
OF THE OVERALL AFRICAN 

POPULATION IS YOUNGER THAN 
35, ACCORDING TO THE 2015 

AFROBAROMETER. YET ONLY 55% 
OF AFRICAN YOUTH SAID THEY 

VOTED IN THEIR LAST NATIONAL 
ELECTION. 

Almost 16 million young Africans – around 
13.4% of the total labour force of 15–24-year-
olds – are unemployed, more than 40% of 
young Africans consider their current living 

situation to be very bad or fairly bad, and 
60% of Africans (especially youth) think 
that their governments are doing a very 

bad or fairly bad job of addressing the 
needs of young people.

(ACCORD)

Young people are the most affected 
demographic group in any country’s socio-
economic and political developments. By 
2019, almost 60% of Africa’s population 

was estimated to be 
under the age of 25, 
making Africa the 
world’s youngest 
continent.

The first barrier for youth 
participation is the minimum 
voting age requirement set 
for national elections at 18 
in most countries, which 
disenfranchises younger 
citizens.

The second barrier for youth 
participation is the minimum 

age for eligibility to run for office, 
which is often set higher than 

the age to vote.

(ACCORD)

(Ace Project)
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https://www.accord.org.za/conflict-trends/youth-demonstrations-and-their-impact-on-political-change-and-development-in-africa/
https://www.accord.org.za/conflict-trends/youth-demonstrations-and-their-impact-on-political-change-and-development-in-africa/
https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/yt/yt20/quotas-for-youth#_edn1


DID YOU KNOW? (LOCAL)

When asked whether they agree 
or disagree with the statement: 
Democratic rights like voting, 

access to courts, freedom of 
speech and expression are 

important, 61% said they agree or 
strongly agree compared to 20% 

who disagree or strongly disagree.

(UJ)

(UJ) (Daily Maverick)

When participants were asked 
who they would vote for if there 
were a municipal election 
tomorrow: 51% said they would 
vote for the ANC, 11% said the EFF 
and 10% said the DA, while 25% 
refused to answer, did not know, 
or would not vote.

A centre for social development in Africa did a study with over 3,000 participants to 
determine factors influencing voter choice between 2017 to 2020:

When asked whether they 
agree with the statement: 
Corruption is being dealt 
with decisively, 41% of 
respondents ‘agree/strongly 
agree’ as opposed to 
35% ‘disagreeing/strongly 

More than 13 million South 
Africans who are eligible to 

vote have not registered and 
therefore cannot vote because 

the voters’ roll is now closed. 
This translates to about one 

in three eligible voters in fact 
being no-voters.

(UJ)
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https://www.uj.ac.za/faculties/humanities/sarchi-welsocdev/Documents/Factors%20Determining%20Voter%20Choice%20_%20Report%20_%20May%202021%20_%20Web_Final.pdf
https://www.uj.ac.za/faculties/humanities/sarchi-welsocdev/Documents/Factors%20Determining%20Voter%20Choice%20_%20Report%20_%20May%202021%20_%20Web_Final.pdf
https://www.uj.ac.za/faculties/humanities/sarchi-welsocdev/Documents/Factors%20Determining%20Voter%20Choice%20_%20Report%20_%20May%202021%20_%20Web_Final.pdf


Never before have so many young people 
been involved in movements for change 
worldwide. They are taking to the streets 
and using online social networks and 
communities to connect, express their 
voices, and campaign for change. They are 
protesting against authoritarian regimes, 
corruption, and inequalities. They are fighting 
for sustainable development and a better 
future for current and new generations. - Ace 
Project 

Here are examples of how other youth are 
using their voices for change: 

Case Studies:  
 
Youth activism from Zambia prior to 
the general elections  

At the center of Zambia’s general election, 
young people turned out at the highest rate 
than ever before, playing a key role in the 
elections. - Restless Development

Vanessa Chisakula is a CIPE Youth Leader, an 
organisation that advocates for transparency, 
accountability, fairness, and responsibility 
in government institutions. In her work, she 
helped produce ten poetic videos advocating 
for peace, fairness, and freedom in the 
electoral process to raise awareness and 
encourage open participation. Her project 
involved a write shop, where she selected 
ten successful participants to develop poetry 
pieces. The selection criteria considered not 
only talent, but also gender balance and 
content knowledge. Her poem projected her 

expectations of the Zambia she wanted to 
see after the elections. The participation rate 
of young people in the elections at the local 
government and parliamentary level has 
been impressive. The number of first-time 
voters this year is quite high, which indicates 
Zambia’s youth have both civic knowledge as 
well as a high level of patriotism. - CIPE 

On Election Day, young people woke up early, 
stood in long queues for long hours to vote 
and make their vote count and voice heard. 
- Restless Development

A Young activist pushing to lower the 
voting age to 16

Tyler Okeke, is a youth organizer who 
advocates for 16 year olds to be eligible 
to vote. He believes that lowering the 
voting age could improve Generation Z’s 
turnout at voting polls. His justification for 
empowering 16 year olds to vote is that, 
“Young people in our generation have been 
extremely involved in politics informally 
in the form of movements, in the form of 
organizing protests. Namely, we’ve been the 
lifeblood and at the forefront of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, of the #MeToo 
movement, of the movement for immigrant 
justice and environmental justice. And 
these are all spaces where we have a long 
history of showing up and showing out and 
showing that we care. And I think pairing 
both our civic and outdoor advocacy and 
grassroots advocacy with the ballot is 
important to making sure that our action is 
coordinated in - and on all fronts.” - NPR
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CASE STUDY

https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/yt/yt20/quotas-for-youth#_edn1
https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/yt/yt20/quotas-for-youth#_edn1
https://restlessdevelopment.org/2021/08/zambia-election-a-young-peoples-vote/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1190336671449964&ref=sharing
https://www.cipe.org/blog/2021/08/14/youth-perspective-from-zambia-amid-key-elections/
https://restlessdevelopment.org/2021/08/zambia-election-a-young-peoples-vote/
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/25/917355910/teen-activist-pushes-to-lower-voting-age-to-16


LOCAL ELECTIONS 
RADIO PRODUCTION GUIDE

• Young South Africans are not interested in politics and voting. 
• Young people are proud to cast their ballot.
• Young people feel disempowered if they are not included in decision-making or debates about key 

socio-economic & political issues. 
• Youth are making a difference every day in their own lives and in the lives of their community by 

expressing their voices and campaigning for change. 
• Youth do not register to vote because they are lazy and disinterested.
• South Africans do not really understand the importance of local elections.
• Party politics is the only way to create change

• Why is it important to include young people in decision-making 
processes around socio-economic & political issues?  

• Do you think voting is one way of impacting change?  

• What are the top 3 socio-economic & political issues that affect 
youth today? 

• Are there enough youth representatives in South Africa politics?  

• What are the barriers faced by young people in voting and politics?

DIFFERENT WAYS TO TALK ABOUT LOCAL 
ELECTIONSANGLES

CHOOSE AN 
ANGLE

Young people feel 
disempowered if they are 
not included in decision-
making or debates about 

key socio-economic & 
political issues. 

Ways to talk about: Young people feel disempowered 
if they are not included in decision-making or debates 
about key socio-economic & political issues

PREPARING FOR THE SHOW



LOCAL ELECTIONS TOOLKIT _______________________________________________________

Vox pop aim
To get many opinions on one topic.

Who do you talk to?
Anybody in the community.

Question 
Do you think voting can impact 
change?

Audio profile aim
To get a first person account of 
someone’s experience, passion or 
journey. Audio profiles often aim to 
inspire.

Who do you talk to?
 A young person who wants to 
register to vote, but cannot due to a 
specific barrier (for example a young 
person who is a foreign national and 
has been living in South Africa as a 
refugee, or a young person who is not 
eligible to register or vote because of 
their age)

A young person who is personally 
affected by a social or an economic 
or political issue (for example a young 
person who lives in a low income 
household or lives in a community 
that is underserviced due to political 
incompetence) 

VOX POP

AUDIO COMMENTARY

FORMATS

Audio commentary aim
To get people’s opinion about a topic that they care deeply about. In this case, to ask 
young people to share perspectives about local elections and voting.

Who do you talk to?
• A young person
• A youth activist
• A community member

Statement
“It is important to include young people in decision-making processes around 
socio-economic & political issues.”

AUDIO PROFILE

Questions
• Why is it important to include young people in decision-making processes 

around socio-economic & political issues?
• What issues do young people need to be involved in when it comes to decision 

making? 
• What role or impact would a young person’s voice have when it comes to 

decision making at different levels of government? 
• What are you doing in your community to impact change?
• What message do you have for government officials? 
• What message do you have for young people? 
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[INTRO:]
Host 1: It’s just gone [TIME] and you’re just 
in time for the [NAME OF SHOW] on [RADIO 
STATION]. My name is [NAME].

Host 2: And my name is [NAME]. On today’s 
show, we will be talking about South Africa’s 
local elections! 

Host 1: Yes! That’s a very important topic. But 
also, a complicated one! Where should we 
begin?

Host 2: It’s not complicated at all. Our listeners 
will be surprised by how it affects our daily lives. 
How about we begin with defining what local 
elections are?

Host 1: I am with you on this one!

Host 2: Election is the process through which 
the citizens of the country select their members 
of Parliament by voting. And local just refers to 
local government!

Host 1: And what is local government? 

Host 2: It’s the sphere of government closest to 
the people. Many basic services are delivered by 
local municipalities, and local ward councillors 
are the politicians closest to communities.

Host 1: Yes! This is the sphere of government 
that looks after our service delivery interests 
such as water and electricity; the maintenance 
of parks, roads and other public spaces; and the 
implementation of housing projects drawn up by 
national and provincial governments.

Host 2: That’s right. With local elections around 
the corner, we wanted to share some useful 
information with our listeners and community 
members. 

Host 1: Yes, we want to ensure that when 
you cast your vote you’re confident about the 
political party of your choice. We also want to 
make sure you understand how the government 
works and how you can influence it. 

Host 2: On today’s show, we specifically want to 
talk about whether voting impacts change?

Host 1: Yes, we will be hearing from different 
voices today!

Host 2: I think that’s a great segue to hear from 
our listeners. We would love to hear from you. 
Do you think voting is one way of impacting 
change? 

[PRESENT WHO IS BEING INTERVIEWED]
[PLAY THE INTERVIEW]
[ENGAGE AUDIENCE BY ASKING QUESTIONS 
AND GIVING THEM A CHANCE TO SHARE 
THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT WHAT THEY’VE 
HEARD]

Host 1: It was good to hear from our listeners. 
Clearly they have varied opinions about voting! 

Host 2: Yes! One thing to note is that if you feel 
dissatisfied by the choices offered by political 
parties, it is still important to vote - even if it 
means voting for the least poor performing 
political party! 

Host 1: Absolutely! Choosing not to vote doesn’t 
punish the political party or politicians - it just 
means fewer people vote a winner into power.

Host 1: Pheeew! I learnt a lot about local 
elections and what is on young people’s minds! 
Join us next week on [DAY] at [TIME]. We’ll be 
talking all about [NEXT WEEK’S SHOW TOPIC]. 
Until then, it’s bye from us!

Use your produced radio features, your research and the 
suggested script and questions to write your own script. 

HOW TO PRESENT 
YOUR SHOW


