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INTRODUCTION

It can be very demoralising if you do 
not manage to get into the university or 
university of technology that you wanted. 
However, it’s not how many times you fall 
that counts, but rather how many times you 
get back up. So, if you as young people find 
yourselves not being able to pursue your first 
choice, know that you have other options.  
 
If you were not accepted by your first 
choice institution due to your marks, you 
can try to improve your marks by rewriting 
some of your exams. You can register for 
supplementary exams by registering for 
the Second Chance Programme with the 
Department of Basic Education via your 
school. These exams are usually written in 
June. 

If you cannot improve your marks, there are 
other institutions from which you can obtain 
your tertiary education. Remember that it 
is important that you consider all of your 
options; as discussed in the preceding guide. 
If you attend institutions of higher learning, 
your chances of getting your first decent job 
almost doubles. The
the number of people participating in the 
economy (by either being employed or 
looking for work) increases dramatically for 
those who graduate from higher education 
institutions (StatsSA). 
 
At this point, you already know about 
Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) colleges as a great 
alternative for universities. Certain courses 
at these colleges are, by law, available to 
learners with Grade 9 for education and 
training with a view towards a specific 
range of jobs, and employment. They offer 
courses in industry fields such as agriculture, 
arts and culture, business, hospitality, 
commerce and management, education, 
training and development, engineering, 
manufacturing and technology, services, 

building construction and security. The 
duration of the courses ranges from several 
months to several years (The Skills Portal). 
Please remember that not everyone is well 
suited to the theoretical teaching style that 
universities offer – it is perfectly fine to have 
TVET colleges as your first option.

Another option that you as young people 
may consider is applying for learnerships 
with the Sector Education and Training 
Authority (SETA) certified learnership 
programmes. A learnership is a learning 
programme that includes both theoretical 
learning and practical on-the-job experience 
to obtain a registered qualification. There are 
over 21 SETAs that represent most industries 
in South Africa; including agriculture, food 
and beverage, manufacturing, culture and 
arts, tourism, hospitality and sports, media, 
advertising, information and communication 
technologies, and transport, to name a few 
(South African Job Opportunities). This is a 
great option as it allows you to hit two birds 
with one stone: you get work experience and 
end up with a qualification. 

Apprenticeships are similar to learnerships 
in many aspects, but they are an opportunity 
that is available for those who prefer more 
practical professions such as plumbing, 
welding, engineering, mechanics, etc. During 
an apprenticeship, a majority of the time 
is spent learning practical skills under the 
supervision of a qualified tradesperson. 
The duration of the apprenticeships varies, 
but usually, it lasts for four years. Transnet, 
Eskom, Barloworld, Toyato, SAB are a few 
companies known to run apprenticeship 
programmes (The Careers Portal). 

Some bursary funds are available for 
higher education. However, not all young 
people desiring to go to an institution for 
higher education will secure a bursary, 

scholarship, or financial aid. This will be a 
very challenging position to find yourself in, 
but there are many people who have been 
in similar situations that chose to work part-
time to finance their own studies. Universities 
such as UNISA offer long-distance learning, 
and you can tailor your studies to suit your 
financial and time constraints. While you 
work, you also have the option to take online 
courses on Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs) platforms such as FutureLearn, 
Coursera, Canvas and EdX. Although these 
courses do not count towards university 
credits, they are free, don’t have any entry 
requirements and can make a great addition 
to your CV. Especially if you choose courses 
with relevant skills to the career path you 
would like to follow. 

The path to higher education and eventually 
a decent job is not the same for everyone. 
Some paths will be straightforward, but most 
will not. And although universities are more 
sought out, they are not necessarily the most 

suitable choice for everyone. Before applying 
to higher education institutions, consider 
all of your options carefully – take into 
consideration what type of teaching method 
suits you best (perhaps you are more inclined 
to a practical type of teaching style), your 
interests and passions, and your financial 
and time constraints. In addition to this, be 
open-minded and have a plan B, C, and even 
D. All community members, parents, teachers, 
principals, mentors, and local government 
need to come together to support young 
people as they take on the challenge of 
choosing and securing a place at a higher 
education institution that suits them best. 
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https://www.education.gov.za/Programmes/SecondChanceProgramme.aspx
https://www.skillsportal.co.za/content/what-can-i-study-tvet-college
https://jobso.co.za/seta-learnerships/
https://www.careersportal.co.za/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-in-south-africa
https://www.futurelearn.com
https://www.coursera.org
https://www.canvas.net
http://www.edx.org


MYTH FACT

If I do a learnership, the 
qualification I obtain is not 
widely recognised.

The qualification you obtain after completing a learnership is 
registered on the National Qualifications Framework (NQF), 
and is therefore widely recognised and accepted.

Learnerships are the same as 
internships.

Although both learnerships and internships provide you with 
work experience, they are not the same. Internships hardly 
ever include a formal educational component, whereas 
learnerships have to. By law, young people are entitled to 
remuneration during learnerships, unlike internships. Most 
importantly, a young person who successfully completes a 
learnership obtains a registered qualification. Despite the 
differences, internships are also a great option that will offer 
you the opportunity to gain work experience, build social 
networks and enhance your soft skills.

I will be overlooked by 
companies, because I have 
a qualification from a TVET 
college

This is not true. In fact, some TVET qualifications are better 
suited for some occupations.

GET THE FACTS! BUST THE MYTHS!DID YOU KNOW?

South Africa has a vast 
array of private colleges to 
choose from, for example, 
Rosebank College, Vega  
Vega School of Branding, 
City Varsity. 

These colleges tend to 
specialise, are smaller, 
and because they are 
independent they are more 
expensive. 

Certain TVET courses have 
the requirement of only 
Grade 9, with particular 
subjects.

TVET Colleges were 
previously known as Further 
Education and Training 
(FET) Colleges. All public 
FET Colleges are now known 
as TVET Colleges, and the 
private ones are just known as 
colleges.

Supplementary exams 
for matrics are now known 
as Second Chance 
National Exams. They 
take place in June of the year 
following Matric. You need to 
register in advance to write 
these exams.

There is a growing shortage of artisan skills such as welding, plumbing and 
carpentry. A few years ago, South Africa was importing welders from the 
Philippines, because there was a lack in the country. This shortage means 
that future welders, plumbers and carpenters will earn much more than 
they used to because the demand for their skills is much higher. 

So, as young people, if you are passionate about working with your hands, 
do not be deterred from that because you assume there will be little 
compensation for this type of work.
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SMALL SOLUTIONS

• Do you still need more information on 
what your options are? See the DGMT 
Pathways from School to Work map: 
https://youth.dgmt.co.za/pathways-
from-school-to-work/ or Educonnect’s 
Find After School Options: https://
educonnect.co.za/find-after-school-
options/ 

• Speak to a career guidance counsellor or 
a teacher or a mentor about which higher 
education institution is best for you. 

• Speak to individuals from your 

community who went to higher 
education institutions about their 
experiences. 

• Ask those who have gone to higher 
education institutions for help with the 
application process -  both for financial 
aid and for the institutions you would like 
to study at.

RESOURCES

List of all TVET colleges in South Africa: 
https://www.careersportal.co.za/education/list-of-tvet-colleges

Do I qualify to write a supplementary exam? Find out more here: 
https://brightsparkz.co.za/supplementary-exam-everything-you-
need-to-know/

Read a story about a young person’s experience at a TVET college: 
https://educonnect.co.za/move-forward-with-a-tvet-college/

Entry Requirements for the SETA Learnerships and list all the SETAs: 
https://jobso.co.za/seta-learnerships/

Find bursaries here: http://www.zabursaries.co.za, and here: 
https://educonnect.co.za/find-after-school-options/

Facebook Group for bursary opportunities: 
All Bursaries South Africa

ALTERNATIVES TO 
UNIVERSITIES
RADIO PRODUCTION GUIDE

• What is higher education? Why is it important?
• Why is it important that you as young people consider various higher education opportunities and 

options instead of placing your bets on just one?
• What are TVET colleges? Are they a good option as institutions for higher education? What discourages 

young people from considering TVET colleges as a good option for them?
• What are learnerships and why are they a great option as a post basic education opportunity?
• What are the differences between learnerships and internships?
• How can you go about improving your matric results? Is this a good option for you?

• What are some of the higher education opportunities you should 
be considering?

• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for 
everyone?

• Are TVET colleges a better option for you? Why do you think so?
• Have you considered what you will do if you do not get into an 

institution of higher education because of financial reasons? 
What are your options under such circumstances?

DIFFERENT WAYS TO TALK ABOUT 
ALTERNATIVES TO UNIVERSITIES:ANGLES

CHOOSE AN 
ANGLE

Why is it important that 
you as young people 

consider various higher 
education opportunities 
and options instead of 

placing your bets on just 
one?

Ways to talk about: Why is it important that you as young people 
consider various higher education opportunities and options 
instead of placing your bets on just one?

PREPARING FOR THE SHOW
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Audio commentary aim
To get people’s opinion about a topic that they care deeply about.

Who do you talk to?
• Ask a teacher in the community to talk about higher education opportunities and 

options. 
• Ask someone in the community who went to a TVET college about their 

experience, including challenges and highlights. 
• Ask someone in the community who completed their studies with a long distance 

learning institution such as UNISA about their experience, including challenges 
and highlights. 

• Ask a young person who is currently busy with a learnership about their 
experience.

Talking points:
• Why should young people aspire to attend an institution for higher education?
• What are some of the higher education opportunities and options available for 

young people? 
• What factors should young people take into consideration before choosing an 

institution of higher learning?
• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for everyone?
• Are TVET colleges a better option for some young people? Why do you think so?
• What are learnerships?
• What are some of the practical next steps and small solutions we can take as a 

community to better support young people as they weigh their options?

AUDIO COMMENTARY

FORMATS

Audio profile aim
To get a first person account of someone’s experience, passion or journey. Audio 
profiles often aim to inspire.

Who do you talk to?
• Ask someone in the community who went to a TVET college about their 

experience, including challenges and highlights. 
• Ask someone in the community who completed their studies with a long 

distance learning institution such as UNISA about their experience, including 
challenges and highlights. 

• Ask a young person who is currently busy with a learnership about their 
experience.

Please see interview questions in “How to present your show”. 

AUDIO PROFILE

FORMATS
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA)

The aim of a PSA
To create a public awareness message.

Create a PSA that raises awareness about the importance of being open-minded 
about all higher education opportunities and options. 

Voice 1: Mpho, so good to run into you! How is your learnership going? I hope you 
are loving it?
Voice 2: Good to see you too teacher Mofokeng. My learnership is going great! I am 
so happy you told me about it. 
Voice 1: Oooooh that’s good to hear. I am pleased that you weighed up all of your 
options before making your decision. What persuaded you in the end?
Voice 2: You know me teacher Mofokeng, I like multitasking! I am enjoying getting 
work experience while learning the theory behind the work. I also get a stipend 
which means I can pay for my own transport and lunch. 
Voice 1: I am so happy that you found something that suited you so well, Mpho, 
and you did not go with what everyone else was doing. We must arrange for you to 
come speak about your experience with the current Grade 12s. 
Voice 2: Eeeeeish ma’am, you know me and public speaking. 
Voice 1: Yes, yes I know! But this will really help them a lot as they think about 
which higher education institutions to apply to. 
Voice 2: Okay teacher Mofokeng, I will do it because it is you asking!
Voice 3: Thanks Mpho, take care neh?
Voice 1: You too ma’am. 

Slogan: 
Young people, when applying to higher education institutions, consider all of your 
options carefully – take into consideration what type of teaching method suits you 
best (perhaps you are more inclined to a practical type of teaching style?), your 
interests and passions, and your financial and time constraints. Parents, teachers, 
and local community leaders let’s encourage our young people to follow their hearts 
and passions when choosing a higher education institution. 
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Vox pop aim
To get many opinions on one topic.

Who do you talk to?
Anybody in the community.

Question 
What are some of the higher education opportunities and options available for 
young people? 

VOX POP



[INTRO:]
Host 1: It’s just gone [TIME] and you’re just 
in time for the [NAME OF SHOW] on [RADIO 
STATION]. My name is [NAME].
 
Host 2: Welcome to the show. My name is 
[NAME], and today’s show is all about the 
various higher education opportunities and 
options that are available for us younger people. 
 
Host 1: Most young people when they are 
weighing their higher education options tend 
to only consider universities and universities 
of technology. They do not think about other 
options like TVET colleges, learnerships, 
apprenticeships and part-time or long-distance 
learning. 
 
Host 2: We are all so different and unique, and 
what we aspire to is also very different and 
unique, so shouldn’t our choices reflect that?
 
Host 1:  I think it is because a lot of us hold 
universities and universities of technology in 
such high esteem that we make it our only 
option. When in reality not all of us can go to 
these institutions nor are they the most suitable 
option for us. Some young people are passionate 
about artisan work like welding, plumbing and 
carpentry, and yet will not follow their passions 
and hone their skills because they either feel like 
that is not prestigious enough or because they 
assume they will be little compensation for this 
type of work.
 
Host 2: I believe there’s actually a high demand 
for artisan work like welding? A few years 
ago South Africa was importing welders from 
the Philippines because we had a significant 
shortage. And basic demand and supply laws 
tell us that the higher the demand for something, 
the higher we pay for it!

Host 1: Yes! So there’s the potential for making a 
significant earning doing artisan work!
 
Host 2: Brilliant! That’s why we as a community 
need to encourage young people to weigh 
up all of their options. They need to take into 
consideration what type of teaching method 
suits them best, their interests and passions, and 
their financial and time constraints when looking 
for institutions for higher education. 
 
Host 2: Let’s hear from the community and 
find out what they think about all the higher 
education opportunities and options available to 
young people. 
 
[PRESENT WHO IS BEING INTERVIEWED]
[PLAY THE INTERVIEW]
[ENGAGE AUDIENCE BY ASKING QUESTIONS 
AND GIVING THEM A CHANCE TO SHARE 
THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT WHAT THEY’VE 
HEARD]
 
[OUTRO:]
Host 1: Today, we’ve learnt a lot about the 
various higher education opportunities and 
options and why it is important that young 
people follow their interests and passions 
instead of what is most popular. 
 
Host 2: Yes! We really have!
 
Host 1: Next week on [DAY] at [TIME] we’ll be 
talking all about [NEXT WEEK’S SHOW TOPIC]. 
Until then, it’s bye from us!

Use your produced radio features, your research and the 
suggested script and questions to write your own script. 

HOW TO PRESENT 
YOUR SHOW

ETHICS AND CONSENT

This may be a sensitive topic for some, 
so make sure you inform your audience 

to respect those who share personal 
stories in the space.

Music transition
General 

intro

Intro vox pop
Vox pop

Outro vox pop

Intro audio commentary
Audio commentary

Outro audio commentaryMusic transition and jingle

Intro interview
Interview 

Outro interview

PSA
General 

outroJingle end

SHOW OUTLINE

Full show on ‘Alternatives to Universities’ (1 hour)

Music transition & 
jingle
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ALTERNATIVES TO 
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• What is higher education? Why is it important?
• Why is it important that you as young people consider various higher education opportunities 

and options instead of placing your bets on just one?
• What are TVET colleges? Are they a good option as institutions for higher education? What 

discourages young people from considering TVET colleges as a good option for them?
• What are learnerships and why are they a great option as a post basic education opportunity?
• What are the differences between learnerships and internships?
• How can you go about improving your matric results? Is this a good option for you?

• Why is it important that you as young people consider various 
higher education opportunities and options instead of placing 
your bets on just one?

• What are some of the higher education opportunities you 
should be considering?

• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for 
everyone?

• Are TVET colleges a better option for you? Why do you think 
so?

• Have you considered what you will do if you do not get into an 
institution of higher education because of financial reasons? 
What are your options under such circumstances?

DIFFERENT WAYS TO TALK ABOUT  
ALTERNATIVES TO UNIVERSITIES:ANGLES

CHOOSE AN 
ANGLE

Why is it important that 
you as young people 

consider various higher 
education opportunities 
and options instead of 

placing your bets on just 
one?

Ways to talk about: Why is it important that you as young people 
consider various higher education opportunities and options 
instead of placing your bets on just one?

PREPARING FOR THE SHOW Guest speaker aim
A guest speaker is someone who can share expert knowledge about the impact 
statement or tell a personal story related to the impact statement.

Some questions for the guest speaker to think about ahead of time
• What is higher education?
• Why did you want to go to an institution for higher education? And which one did 

you go to?
• Why should young people aspire to attend an institution for higher education?
• What are some of the higher education opportunities and options available for 

young people? 
• What factors should young people take into consideration before choosing an 

institution of higher education?
• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for everyone?
• Are TVET colleges a better option for some young people? Why do you think so?
• What are learnerships?
• What are some of the practical next steps and small solutions we can take as a 

community to better support young people as they weigh their options?

GUEST SPEAKER

OUTREACH FORMATS

Interview aim
An interview is a one-on-one conversation where questions are asked by the 
interviewer and answers are given by the interviewee.

INTERVIEW

Ask someone in the community who went to a TVET college about their 
experience, including challenges and highlights:
• What is higher education?
• Why did you want to go to an institution for higher education? And which one 

did you go to?
• Why should young people aspire to attend an institution for higher education?
• What are some of the higher education opportunities and options available for 

young people? 
• What factors should young people take into consideration before choosing an 

institution of higher education?
• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for everyone?
• Are TVET colleges a better option for some young people? Why do you think so?
• What are learnerships?
• What are some of the practical next steps and small solutions we can take as a 

community to better support young people as they weigh their options?
• What are some of the practical next steps and small solutions we can take as a 

community to better support young people as they study at universities?
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OUTREACH FORMATS

Panel discussion aim
A panel discussion involves a group of people discussing one topic in front of an 
audience. There is usually time for questions from the audience afterwards.

PANEL DISCUSSION

Talking points:
• Why should young people aspire to attend an institution for higher education?
• What are some of the higher education opportunities and options available for 

young people? 
• What factors should young people take into consideration before choosing an 

institution of higher education?
• Are universities and universities of technology suitable for everyone?
• Are TVET colleges a better option for some young people? Why do you think so?
• What are learnerships?
• What are some of the practical next steps and small solutions we can take as a 

community to better support young people as they weigh their options?

Roleplay  aim
To provide a scenario that allows the audience to “act out” a point about the impact 
statement. Decide how many characters are needed and set the scene for the “actors” 
to play out the statement. It is really an improvisation, and the audience “actors” make 
it up as they go along.

ROLEPLAY

Characters
Yoliswa, Lomile 
 
Scenario
Lomile is discouraged because her matric results do not qualify her to attend the 
university she has always dreamt of. Yoliswa was in the same boat last year, and tells 
Lomile about her journey… 

Who is on the panel:
• Ask a teacher in the community to talk about  higher education opportunities 

and options. 
• Ask someone in the community who went to a TVET college  about their 

experience, including challenges and highlights. 
• Ask someone in the community who completed their studies with a long 

distance learning institution such as UNISA about their experience, including 
challenges and highlights. 

• Ask a young person who is currently busy with a learnership about their 
experience.
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OUTREACH FORMATS

QUIZ

The aim of a Quiz
To test and reward your audience’s knowledge on the topic

Things you need for this activity
• Prepared quiz questions and answers
• Small prizes

Process
Present some quiz questions and hand out prizes to those who answer correctly
 
From the fact-sheet, we have created the following two quizzes for you to ask during 
your outreach. Once you are done with these two, feel free to create more to put your 
listeners to the test!

Quiz 1:
Question: Supplementary exams for matrics are now known as….

A.   Try Again Exams 
B.   Further Matric Exams
C.  Second Chance National Exams
Correct answer is C

 
Quiz 2:
Question: How many industries in South Africa have SETA certified learnership 
programmes?
A.   21
B.   12
C.   28
Correct answer is A
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IMPACT JINGLE

Impact jingle aim
A jingle is a short song or tune that is easy to sing along to and remember, it has a 
clear message.



HOW TO PRESENT 
YOUR OUTREACH

[INTRO:]
Host 1: Hello and welcome to [NAME OF 
OUTREACH EVENT] at [NAME OF SCHOOL]. My 
name is [NAME] and I will be one of your hosts.
 
Host 2: Welcome to this OUTREACH.  My name 
is [NAME], and today’s OUTREACH is about all 
the various higher education opportunities and 
options that are available for us younger people. 
 
Host 1: Most young people when they are 
weighing their higher education options tend 
to only consider universities and universities 
of technology. They do not think about other 
options like TVET colleges, learnerships, and 
part-time or long-distance learning. 
 
Host 2: We are all so different and unique, and 
what we aspire to is also very different and 
unique, so shouldn’t our choices reflect that?
 
Host 1:  I think it is because many of us hold 
universities and universities of technology in 
such high esteem that we make them our only 
option. When in reality not all of us can go to 
these institutions nor are they the most suitable 
option for us. Some young people are passionate 
about artisan work like welding, plumbing and 
carpentry, and yet will not follow their passions 
and hone their skills because they either feel like 
that is not prestigious enough or because they 
assume they will not be well compensated for 
this type of work.
 
Host 2: I believe there’s actually a high demand 
for artisan work like welding? A few years 
ago, South Africa was importing welders from 
the Philippines, because we had a significant 
shortage. And basic demand and supply laws 
tell us that the higher the demand for something, 
the higher we pay for it!
 

Host 1: Yes! So there’s the potential of making a 
significant earning doing artisan work!
 
Host 2: Brilliant! That’s why we as a community 
need to encourage young people  to weigh 
all of their options. They need to take into 
consideration what type of teaching method 
suits them best, their interests and passions, and 
their financial and time constraints when looking 
for institutions for higher education. 
 
Host 2: Let’s hear from the community and 
find out what they think about all the higher 
education opportunities and options available to 
young people. 
 
[PRESENT WHO IS BEING INTERVIEWED]
[PLAY THE INTERVIEW]
[ENGAGE AUDIENCE BY ASKING QUESTIONS 
AND GIVING THEM A CHANCE TO SHARE 
THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT WHAT THEY’VE 
HEARD]
 
[OUTRO:]
Host 1: Today, we’ve learnt a lot about the 
various higher education opportunities and 
options and why it is important that young 
people follow their interests and passions 
instead of what is most popular. 
 
Host 2: Yes! We really have!
 
Host 1: Until the next school outreach you can 
catch us on the radio! Next week on [DAY] at 
[TIME] we’ll be talking all about [NEXT WEEK’S 
SHOW TOPIC] on [NAME OF RADIO STATION]. 
Until then, it’s bye from us!

Use your outreach formats and your research to write your 
own script. Here is an example of part of a script. Use it as a 

guide to create your own script for your outreach activity.

ETHICS AND CONSENT

This may be a sensitive topic for some, 
so make sure you inform your audience 

to respect those who share personal 
stories in the space.

If any incorrect information comes up 
in any of your formats, like the quiz, 

roleplay or panel discussion, you must 
correct it. Don’t let your audience leave 

with myths.

Once you’ve finalised your script, 
your performance artists, your 

outreach outline and prepared all 
your formats, it’s time to start your 

live event! Enjoy!

Music and impact 
jingle

General 
intro

Intro to the 
interview
Interview

Outro the interview

Intro guest speaker
Guest speaker

Outro guest speaker
Impact jingle

Intro quiz
Quiz

Outro quiz

Music/
performance

General 
outro

OUTREACH OUTLINE

An outreach plan helps you stay on track during your event. It is a list of the activities and 
the order in which they will happen in the outreach activity. Allocate a time to each item 
so that you keep to the time allocation of the outreach activity. 
Below is an example of an outreach plan that is one hour long.

Music

Intro roleplay
Roleplay

Outro roleplay

Impact Jingle
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