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CONFIRMED 19,158

120DEATHS
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YOUTH VOICES

This pandemic is affecting all of us and it helps to reach out and share 
ideas, stories and concerns with one another about all things COVID-19. 
Please keep sharing your questions with us weekly, and we’ll do our best to 
find you the most accurate and relevant answers.

DID YOU KNOW?

HANANIOUS MOTAUNG (DREAM ACHIEVERS) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “Why do alcohol and 
drugs destroy our life as young 
generations?”

RESPONSE: We look forward to 
seeing how you as youth reporters 
reflect on the issue of alcohol abuse, 
especially during the experience of 
the lockdown that we have been 
facing. “South Africa is the sixth 
most infected country in the world 
for coronavirus, according to an AFP 
tally. It also typically ranks among 
the countries with the highest per-
capita alcohol consumption. The 
alcohol ban was lifted on 1 June 
and emergency rooms suddenly 

teemed with alcohol-related cases: 
car crashes, gunshot wounds, stab 
injuries and accidents, which filled 
beds and diverted manpower from 
the soaring load of coronavirus 
patients. ‘Pandemic-weary doctors 
were at times forced to choose 
between a sick patient with 
coronavirus and an emergency case 
of somebody bleeding from alcohol-
related trauma’, Zweli Mkhize said. 
Mkhize said 31% of South Africans 
over 15 drink alcohol, and according 
to Parry, 170 people die per day of 
alcohol-connected problems.
 
Source: EWN: EYEWITNESS NEWS

NOKWANDA (INANDA 88.4FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “There’s so much to 
talk about really because our major 
focus has been on coronavirus 
alone.”

RESPONSE: Hey Nokwanda, we 
totally agree with you! If you and 
your group of youth reporters 
want some inspiration for what 
to talk about, take a look at the 
list of suggestions below, shared 
by Thandekile Thusini from 
Umgungundlovu FM. We especially 
appreciated the fact that the topics 

focus on mental and emotional 
health, which isn’t often spoken 
about, especially in relation to 
COVID-19. 
 
• Spiritual awareness 
• Leadership
• Communication Skills 
• Self Mastery
• Personal Values 
• Self-Esteem 
• Self Respect 
• Personal Spark 

MEAGAN (RADIO ATLANTIS) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I would like us to 
talk about human trafficking.”

RESPONSE: Given the enormous 
financial hardship on families 
during the pandemic, and the 
closing of schools, human 
trafficking can flourish in this 
current environment. With social 
distancing and closures of many 
institutions, one might expect 
trafficking to decline. But human 
trafficking has become a major 

lucrative crime in a pandemic-
rocked world with supply chains 
cut off for other forms of illicit 
activities and lockdown measures 
creating severe vulnerabilities 
for those most at risk, helping 
to create the next generation of 
human trafficking victims, with 
children and youth at home and 
isolated from school.
  
Source: Council On Foreign 
Relations

THANDEKILE THUSINI (UMGUNGUNDLOVU FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “We need to continue 
our lives, but not forget that 
COVID-19 is still with us.”

RESPONSE:  The head of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has 
warned of a surge in cases and a 
return to lockdowns if countries 
emerging from coronavirus 
pandemic restrictions do not 
manage transitions “extremely 
carefully”. The warning from 
WHO was accompanied by a 
plea for countries to invest in their 
healthcare systems to preempt 
the next pandemic, rather than 
scrambling to respond when it hits. 

Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus of WHO says, “The 
COVID-19 pandemic will eventually 
recede, but there can be no going 
back to business as usual. We 
cannot continue to rush to fund 
panic, but let preparedness go 
by the wayside. As we work on 
responding to this pandemic, we 
must also work harder to prepare 
for the next one. If we learn 
anything from COVID-19, it must 
be that investing in health now will 
save lives later,” he said.

Source: ALJAZEERA

SIYA MOKOENA (EMALAHLENI FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I think one of 
the most important topics we 
need to report about is Youth 
Empowerment! Young people do 
need a push to start their own 
businesses for their own good.”

RESPONSE: With 93% of young 
people in Africa working in the 
informal economy, it can be 
assumed that African youth are and 
will be among those hardest hit by 
the economic consequences of the 
COVID-19 crisis. Import-dependent 
sectors and personal services like 
hair salons, retail, and tourism are 
among the hardest hit sectors — 
and those jobs are often performed 
by young people. But new 

opportunities related to the digital 
economy are emerging and offering 
new economic perspectives for 
young people. The ability to buy and 
sell goods and services online has 
transformed marketplaces and is in 
high demand since the beginning of 
the crisis, as are delivery services. 
New forms of work are being 
created, speeding up the digital 
revolution on the African continent. 
However, young women risk falling 
further behind as they experience 
greater barriers to access, use, and 
ownership of digital technologies.

Source: International Development 
Research Center

Each year, one woman is 
diagnosed with cervical cancer 
every minute and over 300,000 
women die from this preventable 
disease. The current pandemic 
has made in-person Sexual 
Reproduction Health services 
– particularly cervical cancer 
treatment and prevention services 
– increasingly challenging to 
access,  and the consequences 

could be devastating. Without 
action, deaths from cervical cancer 
could rise nearly 50% by 2040. 
Even before COVID-19’s pandemic 
outbreak, 90% of women who died 
from cervical cancer lived in the 
developing world.

Source: PSI: Public Services 
International

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjcxNDIyNjAtOGM0Yi00ZWJhLWJkNmEtNjFiOTI0MWVlYjNiIiwidCI6IjI1NmNiNTA1LTAzOWYtNGZiMi04NWE2LWEzZTgzMzI4NTU3OCIsImMiOjh9
https://ewn.co.za/2020/07/17/coronavirus-lays-bare-sa-s-toxic-alcohol-abuse-problem
https://www.cfr.org/blog/evolution-human-trafficking-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.cfr.org/blog/evolution-human-trafficking-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/warns-lockdowns-restrictions-eased-200506182742644.html
https://issafrica.org/about-us/press-releases/sa-crime-reductions-during-covid-19-lockdown-may-be-short-lived#:~:text=Crime%20levels%20fell%20sharply%20during,crime%20was%20far%20less%20pronounced.
https://www.idrc.ca/en/research-in-action/boosting-youth-employment-africa-during-and-after-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.idrc.ca/en/research-in-action/boosting-youth-employment-africa-during-and-after-covid-19-pandemic
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