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YOUTH VOICES

This pandemic is affecting all of us and it helps to reach out and share 
ideas, stories and concerns with one another about all things COVID-19. 
Please keep sharing your questions with us weekly, and we’ll do our best to 
find you the most accurate and relevant answers.

DID YOU KNOW?

KAMOGELO NKAGISANG (AGANANG FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I really think we should 
look into the LGBTQI+ community 
side of things. This is because the 
community faces alot of hatred 
and homophobia, which leads to 
depression and more.”

RESPONSE: The global COVID-19 
pandemic has heightened the 
socioeconomic vulnerabilities of the 
most marginalised people in our 
societies, amongst them the LGBTQI+ 
community. In a statement, Iranti, 
a South Africa based LGBTQIA+ 
advocacy organisation, said its 

members were facing discrimination in 
the healthcare system and economic 
exclusion, and there were no policies 
protecting them. Organisations like 
Our-Right-Namibia, have reported 
that they have been inundated with 
calls for help. In most cases, access 
to group counselling and therapists 
has been limited to emails and phone 
calls. Others have been worried about 
having to be in lockdown with relatives 
who are triggers for trauma and 
rejection.

Source: City Press

PROMISE NDALA  (MOUTSE FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I think we should talk 
about Gender Based Violence (GBV), 
because GBV is increasing in our 
country. Maybe we could create 
dramas or shows  that will teach 
people about GBV and this might help 
to reduce the increase of cases in our 
country.”

RESPONSE: Alarmingly, records of 
GBV in South Africa have skyrocketed 
during the country’s lockdown because 
of the pandemic. The South African 
Police Services received about 87,000 
GBV calls during the first week of 
the lockdown. This number included 
those who only expressed fears that 
the lockdown might worsen gender 
abuse incidences. Still, in the first three 

weeks after the lockdown started on 
March 27, more than 120,000 victims 
had rung the South African National 
helpline for gender-based violence. 
Rural women arguably are at a greater 
disadvantage of getting help from the 
GBV interventions. Due to the nature 
of their locations, they are less likely 
than their counterparts in the urban 
areas to readily get access to news 
media through which most of the 
interventions are publicised. Efforts at 
curbing gender-based violence during 
this lockdown and beyond need to 
embark on a massive campaign to 
enlighten rural women of their rights. 

Source: Institute For African Women 
In Law

SIKELELA ROLLOM (NKQUBELA FM) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “Police Brutality! 
Because recently many young 
people and teenagers have 
been shot by the police in their 
communities.”

RESPONSE: The police and the 
army have faced criticism for the 
brutal use of force in some of the 
operations during the lockdown 
to curb the spread of coronavirus. 
Bheki Cele, South Afircan Minister Of 
Police said the police were allowed 

by law to use deadly force if they 
were under attack. However, the 
police have to act within the law and 
the Constitution. He said out of the 
49 cases of police brutality reported 
since the lockdown began, 36 
investigations have been finalised. 
It is unclear what the final decision 
has been in regard to the accused 
police.
  
Source: IOL NEWS

KHANYA MAHOLA (COSAT) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I was thinking of racism. 
No radio station talks about it, but it 
has a huge role in our nation as well 
as the world.”

RESPONSE:  The topic of racism and 
discrimination is an ongoing social 
issue, and has in many ways taken on 
a new face as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Since February 2020, Asians 
and people of Asian descent around 
the world have been subjected to 
attacks and beatings, violent bullying, 
threats, racist abuse and discrimination 
that appear linked to the pandemic. 
In some instances, governments 
have imposed strict lockdowns that 
indiscriminately affect only foreign 
workers without providing adequate 

health care, financial assistance, or 
other services that many workers now 
need to survive. In early April 2020, 
Chinese authorities in the southern 
city of Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province, which has China’s largest 
African community, began a 
campaign to forcibly test Africans for 
the coronavirus, and ordered them 
to self-isolate or to quarantine in 
designated hotels. Landlords then 
evicted African residents, forcing many 
to sleep on the street, and hotels, 
shops, and restaurants refused African 
customers. Other foreign groups have 
generally not been subjected to similar 
treatment. 

Source: Human Rights Watch

ASAHLELI (BULUNGULA) - SOUTH AFRICA

INTERESTS: “I think we can talk 
about CRIME, because in our country 
there are high levels of death caused 
by crimes.”

RESPONSE: Official statistics show 
major decreases in crime during the 
lockdown associated with COVID-19. 
Between April and June, 1,932 fewer 
people were murdered than during 
the same period last year. On average 
21 fewer lives were lost every day 
over these three months. There were 
also 14,106 fewer reports of armed 
robbery. In South Africa, restrictions 
on movement and the sale of alcohol, 
together with a heightened police and 
military presence in high-crime areas, 

played a role. But it is also likely that 
decreases in some crime types were 
the result of victims being unwilling or 
unable to report offences. The SAPS 
data suggests significant drops in 
reported crimes against women and 
children. However, police statistics 
on sexual assault and gender-based 
violence are typically unreliable 
as relatively few victims officially 
report incidents. During lockdown, 
for example, victims may have been 
unable to report these crimes if 
they live in the same residence as 
perpetrators.

Source: Institute For Security Studies

While demand for sanitation 
products has declined as a result 
of the outbreak, there has been a 
surge in household, business, and 
institutional demand for hygiene 
products, such as handwashing 
stations, soap, alcohol-based 
hand sanitisers, and personal 
protective equipment, like gloves 
and masks. The public has never 
been more aware of the link 
between disease transmission 
and hygiene-related behaviours 
and WASH infrastructure. WASH 
sector businesses agree on this and 

should work together to reinforce 
this heightened understanding 
in the public’s mind, as well as 
within healthcare institutions and 
educational facilities. And working 
to strengthen WASH-related 
businesses so they have higher 
capacity to scale up production of 
essential products during future 
emergencies could also lead to 
positive outcomes.

Source: PSI: Public Services 
International
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