
COVID-19: WEEK 18 - 24 MAY 2020

#5WEEKLY FACTSHEET

REGIONAL INDICATORS

SOUTH AFRICA

ZAMBIA

TANZANIA

DRC

IVORY COAST

RECOVERED 7950

CONFIRMED 18003

339DEATHS

RECOVERED 197

CONFIRMED 832

7DEATHS

RECOVERED 183

CONFIRMED 509 

21DEATHS

RECOVERED 302

CONFIRMED 1730

61DEATHS

RECOVERED 1083

CONFIRMED 2231

29DEATHS

Source: app.powerbi.com

YOUTH VOICES

This pandemic is affecting all of us and it helps to reach out and share 
ideas, stories and concerns with one another about all things COVID-19. 
Please keep sharing your questions with us weekly, and we’ll do our best to 
find you the most accurate and relevant answers.

DID YOU KNOW?

AYESHA RALEKGETHO (AGANANG FM)

QUESTION: “Since this pandemic is 
increasing rapidly, are we going to be 
able to go back to school or are we 
just going to stay at home?”

RESPONSE: The Minister of Basic 
Education put out a statement on the 
19th of May, 2020 announcing that 
schools are to reopen on the 1st of 
June, 2020. Grades 7 and 12, as well as 
small schools will be the first to return, 
with other grades following in due 
course. All the learners, educators and 
support staff will receive orientation 
and training at the start of the schools’ 
reopening. Every school must adhere 
to and observe the health and safety 

protocols that will be put in place. The 
first consignments have arrived in 
some schools and more deliveries will 
be made as time progresses. The items 
regarded as essential are sanitizers, 
masks, water and sanitation, and the 
schools are currently being cleaned. 
The forced closure of schools to slow 
down the spread of the coronavirus 
was a necessary step to take. It 
remains an important step that was 
taken to contain the virus as quickly as 
possible and to save lives.

Source: SA Department Of Basic 
Education

MBUSO MASINGU (ALEX FM)

QUESTION: What is the role of 
the non-profit sector in preventing 
the spread of the virus during the 
lockdown?

RESPONSE: Non-profit organizations 
(NPOs) are created to provide public 
services to communities where 
they operate. They also act as the 
middleman between everyday 
citizens and authorities. Under normal 
circumstances, NPOs deal with 
many challenges within society, and 
sometimes have to work with limited 
budgets for their activities and to 
pay their staff. During a pandemic or 
a lockdown, the NPO sector will be 
stretched even further as the need for 

their services will often increase. The 
people working within NPOs may also 
have to follow the safety measures 
of physical distancing and staying at 
home during the COVID-19 restrictions. 
But most NPOs remain open, adjusting 
their services in order to continue 
offering support and accurate 
information to the communities who 
need it most. The role of the NPO 
sector is especially  important at this 
time, as they need to work hand-in-
hand with the government, and other 
authorities, to design solutions for relief 
and recovery from the impact of the 
pandemic.
 
Source: National Council Of Non-Profits

MMAKUBU PHOKWANE  (MCRS)

QUESTION: “Which country or 
continent has no virus at this 
point?”

RESPONSE: According to the 
latest data by the John Hopkins 
University and Africa Center 
for Disease Control, as of May 
13, every African country had 
recorded an infection, with the 
last being Lesotho. More than five 
million people have been infected 
worldwide, and the global 

death toll is more than 328,000. 
Nearly 1.9 million patients 
have recovered. Here are a few 
countries that have not reported 
any cases of the coronavirus so 
far: 

Kiribati | Marshall Island | Nauru 
Micronesia |  | North Korea | Palau 
Samoa | Solomon Islands | Tonga 
Turkmenistan | Tuvalu | Vanuatu 

Source: Aljazeera

SAMKELO HLONGWANE (ALEX FM)

QUESTION: “What measures has the 
government taken in terms of online 
learning for those students located in 
the rural areas suffering from network 
issues?”

RESPONSE: The SABC and the 
Department of Basic Education have 
launched a multi-media learner support 
initiative under the name: COVID-19 
Learner Support. The programme 
started on the 9th of April, 2020 and 
offers educational support across 3 
SABC TV channels as well as 13 Radio 
stations. The series will offer students 
with curriculum support lessons for 
Grade 10, 11 and 12, as well as Early 
Childhood Development. Some of 

the subjects covered include Maths, 
Physical Sciences, English FAL, Life 
Sciences and Accounting. A variety of 
African languages are also covered 
under the Early Childhood Development 
programming. Learners are encouraged 
to look out for local listings of the daily 
resources that will be available on 
these channels. for the exact slots for 
radio programming. The TV Schedule 
is as follows:  SABC 1: Mon - Sun 
05h00 - 06h00, SABC 2: Mon - Fri and 
09h30 -11h00 and SABC 3: Mon - Fri 
06h00 - 07h00

Source: South African Broadcasting 
Corporation

MVELWENHLE NDLOVU (UMGUNGUNDLOVU FM)

QUESTION: “How can the people 
living in informal settlements where 
hygiene is an issue and there are lots 
of people in one small space protect 
themselves against this virus?”

RESPONSE: The informal settlements 
are known to have challenges with 
accessing basic needs such as water, 
toilets, waste collection, drainage 
and working sewers. They also face 
issues of limited space, overcrowding 
and violence which will make safety 
measures like physical distancing 
and quarantine hard to practice. Any 
response to the COVID-19 crisis within 
informal settlements needs to take 
these difficulties into consideration. 

For the survival of informal settlement 
populations, some recommendations to 
governments include:  
• Building up a settlement emergency 
committee made up of community 
members 
• Applying a restriction on evictions of 
people from their homes  
• Providing immediate payments to the 
most needy  
• Training up of Community Health 
Workers 
• Providing food assistance to families 
• Making means to provide water, 
sanitation and hygiene for each 
informal settlement.

Source: Yale School Of Medicine

One of the cheapest, easiest, and 
most important ways to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus 
is handwashing with soap and 
water. But for many children and 
families, basic water and hygiene 
facilities are not available. Forty 
per cent of the world’s population 
lacks access to soap and water at 
home, while 900 million children 
lack soap and water at their 
school. 

As of 30 April, UNICEF reached 

more than 11.5 million people 
with safe water, sanitation and 
hygiene facilities.  And they are 
also sharing information on how to 
create a Tippy Tap. The best thing 
about Tippy Taps, is that they 
use less water at a time than an 
ordinary tap. And there are many 
different ways to make one, here’s 
one version that is really easy to 
put together: UNICEF Tippy Tap 
Instructions
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