
An energy crisis is a major difficulty to sufficiently and affordably 
supply energy resources to meet demand, for example the 
supply of electricity, oil, gas or coal. 

In Zambia, it is estimated that only 1 in 5 people have access to 
electricity from the national grid. The domestic and commercial 
demand for electricity, however, is significantly higher. The 
majority of those who are not connected to the national 
electricity grid mainly rely on power from diesel generators, 
which are expensive to purchase and to maintain.They also 
heavily rely on firewood and charcoal as fuel. Inadequate and 
unreliable electricity supply has continued to affect individuals, 
households, communities, businesses, industries and mining, 
hindering the improvement of the quality of lives for people and 
economic growth. The economy is predominantly based on the 
exploitation of natural resources, exposing the country to the 
adverse effects of climate change.

Energy Crisis

Natural resources 
like oil, coal or wood, 
are in limited supply. 
While they do occur 
naturally, they can 

take a very long time 

to replenish. 

Inadequate  
and unreliable supply of 
power from the national 
supply grid makes more 
people resort to diesel 

generators, charcoal and 
firewood to meet their 

needs. 

Load shedding 

is the interruption of the 
electricity supply to avoid 

excessive load on the 
generating plant. 

It is one of the most 
common methods used 

to ration electrical power 
supply.

Use of renewable 
energy is important 
because it reduces 

strain on natural 
resources, including 
coal, oil and forests.

What is the energy crisis in Zambia? Questions to Start a Discussion

How real is the energy crisis in Zambia? In which ways has it affected 
you, and your community?

Why is it that so few people have access to a reliable supply of 
electricity in the country? 

What are some of the ways in which you cope with your own energy 
needs?
 
What are the consequences of the energy crisis? What do you think 
will happen if we do not get proper solutions and alternatives?

Electrification of  
public facilities, 

schools, health centers 
and government 

institutions helps to 
improve the quality of 
service delivery and 
lives of people in the 

community.

More Ideas!
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What are the everyday effects of the energy crisis?

The energy crisis takes its toll on:

Children and youth: some school children have 
to stay after school hours to do their homework 
and personal study before dark because they 
do not have reliable electricity or other forms of 
proper lighting at home in the evenings.

Households: people cannot operate their 
household appliances, for example lights, 
radios, televisions, refrigerators, computers 
and security alarms. They also rely heavily on 
charcoal and firewood.

Community: people experience poor service 
delivery at public facilities including health 
centers, schools, and government institutions. 

Businesses: some cannot operate at their full 
capacity, resulting in  huge profit losses.

Future generations: the next generations will 
inherit what we leave behind. If we exhaust and 
deplete 

What are the impacts of the energy crisis in Zambia?

The majority of the population lives a poor quality of life and 
struggle to survive.  

People have poor health due to the smoke and fumes from 
kerosene, fire wood and charcoal as cooking fuel. This particularly 
affects girls and women. 

The rising cost of everyday supplies and commodities because of 
high industrial power costs. 

Slower economic growth for the country because of lower 
production, trade and export.

Fewer job opportunities as businesses, industries and mines hire 
fewer employees. 

Some energy conservation tips:  

Switch off lights, appliances and devices when not in use  

Repair faulty equipment immediately to prevent wastage of energy 

Switch to energy saving devices to reduce the amount of power used

Maximize on daytime hours for natural light from the sun 

Put out un-consumed charcoal coals to enable reuse 
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Google 

“Energy Crisis”
“Energy deficit”

“Power shortage”

Start here The current 
state of 

access to 
energy in 
Zambia. 

The current state of access to energy in Zambia. 

Impact of the energy crisis in the country (issues 
arising from the crisis).

Available energy resources in Zambia.

Is there a link between the energy crisis and climate 
change?

Choose an angle for your show! Different Ways To Talk 
About Access to Energy

Speak To People in Your Community 
(experiences, suggestions and solutions) 

Ask a learner how they cope with the unreliable power supply to do 
their homework. 

Identify someone from a community based organization working to 
make energy more accessible. Ask them what they are doing to help 
vulnerable members of the community cope with the current crisis.

Expert on energy. Ask him what the root causes of the current poor 
access to electricity in the country are.

Find a business person who sells generators. Ask them what 
changes the energy crisis has had on the demand, supply and price 
of generators.

Identify a government official or local authority. Ask about their 
immediate interventions to the crisis. Also ask about sustainable 
solutions to the problem in the country. 

www.ministryoflands.gov.
zm/natural-resources-and-

environment
www.zema.org.zm

www.undp.org/zambia 
www.unicef.org/zambia
www.voicesofyouth.org

What are the reasons why there is poor access to 
electricity in the country? 

How are people currently coping with their energy 
needs? 

How else can people meet their energy needs?

What are the possible environmental impacts as 
access to energy in the country increases?.

Find out more!
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HOW TO PRESENT YOUR SHOW

Energy Crisis

Here is an example of how you might 
script some of the parts  of the show. 

Intro :
[Play Jingle ]
Host 1: Hello you’re listening to [NAME OF SHOW] on [RADIO
STATION]. My name is [NAME]...
Host 2: And my name is [NAME]. On today’s show we’re talking 
about the country’s energy crisis. We’re asking you how it has 
affected you and your community? And how you are coping with 
these energy problems at the moment? 
Host 1: We will see what solutions there are to the energy crisis. 
But first, let’s hear what you have to say.
 [NAME OF REPORTER] went out and spoke to several people in 
the community to find out how the energy crisis has affected them!
[Play VOX POPS OR AUDIO COMMENTARY]

Outro :
Host 1: We have heard about the energy crisis, and how it affects 
you and the community. 
Host 2: We also talked about some alternatives and solutions to 
cope with these problems.
Host 1: We hope you enjoyed the show. Check us out next week 
on
[RADIO STATION]. Share your comments on our Facebook
page and keep shining! Goodbye!

Questions for your audio profile

How has the energy crisis personally 
affected you?  

What are some of the things you are 
doing to cope? (give examples)

Why is it important for you to have access 
to power?

What can you do to manage your 
increasing power needs? 

What do you think will happen in the 
future if we do not do something about 
the energy crisis we are facing now?


